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Subject: Recommendation for a Named Professorship, Dr. Shengwang Du for Scifres Family

Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering

I am pleased to recommend Dr. Shengwang Du for a Named Professorship as the Scifres Family
Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering. Dr. Du’s case has received outstanding support from
the Engineering Named Professorship Committee, largely for the contribution to his research of quantum
optics and quantum networking. He was recruited to Purdue, starting as a full-time faculty in Jan. 2025.

Dr. Du is well regarded in his professional community, being named a Fellow of both the American
Physical Society (APS) and Optica (formerly the Optical Society of America). He has leadership
positions within the scientific field, serving on the editorial board of several journals and as an Associate
Editor for Optics Express. He lead the recently funded NSF Quantum Leap Challenge project involving
dozens of faculty and other universities, one of only a handful of $1M+ projects funded from NSF in this
topic this year.

All the external letters speak highly of Prof. Du’s contribution. Examples of recommendations include
notes such as that from Vladan Vuletic, Lester Wolfe Professor at MIT: “Prof. Du is well recognized
nationally and internationally as a leader in the field of quantum memories ... Through his original
research as well as community building efforts, he is already transforming and enhancing your
department and more broadly, Purdue University.” Shanhui Fan, and NAE and NAS member, Chair
Professor at Stanford: “Professor Du made important contributions in quantum optics, most notably in the
developments of bi-photons, a novel state of photons.” Marlan Scully, NAS member and Burgess
Professor at TAMU: “He is a world-renowned figure in his specialty of coherence and entanglement in
quantum optics.”

In summary, the ENPC committee determined that Dr. Du’s impressive contributions to research and his
leadership in quantum optics make him an ideal candidate for the Scifres Family Professor and I agree
with this designation.
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